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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address^- 
All claims being allowable. PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance {PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . IS This communication is responsive to the amendments filed 2/18/05 and 4/27/05 , 

2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-12 and 15-26 , 

3. M The drawings filed on 2/18/05 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) □ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such In the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-12 and 15-26 are presented for examination. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The pending claims are allowable for the reasons set forth in applicants arguments filed 
2/18/05 on page 1 1 to page 13. The Beardsley et al. appears to probe the other devices and 
stores that information (see Col 8 Lines 37-45) to determine information on the topology for 
creating the logical paths. As argued by Applicant, there "is no description or suggestion that 
dynamic switch 305 or 3 15 provides information identifying ports of the other data storage 
systems connected to the switch, as claimed." (see P 12 Lines 23-25) In the present invention the 
switch fabric provides the information about the other devices, the system is capable of 
"determining from a switch fabric ... information identifying ports of the switch fabric" and then 
"using the configuration topology information and the information obtained from the switch 
fabric to establish a logical link between a port on the storage system and a port on a second 
storage system". 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Kevin L. Ellis whose telephone number is 571-272-4205. The examiner 
can normally be reached on weekdays from 6:00AM-2:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Mano Padmanabhan can be reached on 571-272-4210. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

Kevin L. Ellis 
Primary Examiner 
May 5, 2005 



